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Welcome to October'19 edition of Insight'15. The US-China trade war has witnessed a new
development where US has decided to scrap plans to raise tariffs on Chinese goods this
week. This month has also seen the announcement of Nobel Prizes along with some other
major announcements. 
Here are some major highlights from the month of October. Hope you enjoy reading the
same!

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
  
America's slowing economy could become an election issue America's slowing economy could become an election issue ::
In recent months, indicators of economic activity in America
have begun to lose momentum. The worst figures are in
manufacturing. Jobs figures published on October 4th
showed a decline of 2,000 jobs in manufacturing between
August and September. In parts of America's industrial
heartland, including midwestern states such as Indiana and
Michigan, which helped carry Mr Trump to victory in 2016,
the hiring slump has been pronounced.
Click here for more information. 

MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONSMERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS

Brenntag to acquire Brazilian distributor Quimisa:Brenntag to acquire Brazilian distributor Quimisa:

Brenntag (WKN A1DAHH), the global market leader in

chemical and ingredients distribution, has signed an
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SCIENCE ANDSCIENCE AND
INNOVATION INNOVATION 
Nobel prize for chemistry: theNobel prize for chemistry: the
lithium-ion batterylithium-ion battery
Three researchers-two from
America and one from Japan-
have been rewarded for their
work in developing the
lithium-ion battery. Lithium-
ion batteries have
transformed society because
they are lightweight and
rechargeable. They have
therefore become ubiquitous

https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2019/10/10/americas-slowing-economy-could-become-an-election-issue


agreement to acquire Quimisa SA ("Quimisa") including its

logistics subsidiary Quimilog. The company headquartered

in Brusque, Brazil, has a strong market position in providing

industrial and specialty chemicals to regional and

international clients in Southern Brazil.

The product portfolio includes industrial chemicals such as
caustic soda and hydrogen peroxide as well as a wide range
of specialty chemicals like textile auxiliaries, dyes and
polymers.

in everything from mobile
phones, tablets and laptops to
electric cars. They could also,
in the future, become
important in storing the
intermittently available energy
produced by renewable
sources such as wind and
solar power, as the world
attempts to move away from
fossil fuels.

TRADE TRADE 

US scraps plan to raise tariffs on ChineseUS scraps plan to raise tariffs on Chinese
goods this weekgoods this week: : 
The US will abstain from raising tariffs on
$250bn worth of Chinese goods this week,
part of a preliminary agreement that the two
sides reached on Friday, 11 October'19. The
tariffs would have rose to 30% from 25% on
15 October, and they covered several
petrochemical imports from China. In return,
China agreed to buy $40bn-50bn worth of
agricultural products from the US.

The agreement did not remove any existing
tariffs that the two countries had imposed on
each other. Nor did it cancel their plans to
impose even more tariffs in December.

REGULATORY REGULATORY 
New REACH requirements for nanomaterials New REACH requirements for nanomaterials : : 
By 1 January 2020, companies must provide
more information on nanomaterials on the EU
market under the REACH Regulation. ECHA
encourages potential registrants to familiarise
themselves with the new legal requirements
and get ready.
The revised REACH annexes addressing
nanoforms introduce clarifications and new

NEW PLANTS ANDNEW PLANTS AND
EXPANSIONS EXPANSIONS 
Roehm to build 250,000 tonne/year MMARoehm to build 250,000 tonne/year MMA
plant in US Gulf Coast, start-up by 2024plant in US Gulf Coast, start-up by 2024::
Roehm is mulling the construction of a
250,000 tonne/year methyl methacrylate
(MMA) plant in the US Gulf Coast, according
to sources. The plant is expected to use
Roehm's branded ethylene-
based Lima technology. The plant would start
up in 2023 or 2024. Accordding to the
sources the new plant could potentially
replace Roehm's existing Fortier plant, west
of New Orleans.



provisions for:

Characterization of nanoforms or sets of
nanoforms covered by the registration
(Annex VI);
The chemical safety assessment (Annex
I);
Registration information requirements
(Annexes III and VII-XI); and
Downstream user obligations (Annex
XII).

Click here for more information. 
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